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Dear Sir:
In order to secure a more perfect and efficient irrigation system, the water users of Mission and
Sharyland Tracts have formed themselves into an association known as the "vVater Users' Association of
Mission and Sharyland," which has now more than two hundred members, and others are joining. This association has its constitution and by-laws, and article TWO of the constitution sets out the main purpose of
the organization as follows: ( a) The procuring of a more perfect and efficient irrigation system: (b) to
use such means as may be necessary to procure an adequate supply, and a fair, equitable, and economical
distribution of water.
During the past two ye.ars our water accommodations have gradually grown more inadequate and inefficient. As more lands have been brought under the system to be watered, the pumping plants have been
allowed to run down and get into bad condition generally, and the canals have been allowed to grow up in
weeds, and become filled with silt and sand.
Many hundreds of acres of valuable crops have burned up for the want of water during the past year,
and in the face of these conditions there is nothing to indicate thut next year will show any improvement,
unless we take steps for our own relief. This we have decided to do, and we expect to accomplish a permanent remedy, so this question will not constantly be recurring.

In pursuance of this plan we have asked

for a hearing before the Board of Water Engineers of the State, and this will be had soon, here at Mission.
We have employed competent attorneys to look after our interest at this hearing and to take any necessary
legal steps to protect and preserve our rights.

We expect to do everything necessary to put this system

into a permanent state of efficiency, and solve the vexed problem of furnishing an ample supply of water,
at a reasonable charge. When this is done it will greatly enhance the value of every acre of land on the
system.
Notwithstanding the fact that the United Irrigation Company fell far short of furnishing a necessary
supply of water during the past year, they are now seeking to raise the flat rate to five dollars per acre
and the water charge to three doliars per acre per watering; and also to put some more burdensome rules
and regulations into effect. We are asking relief from ,all these unfavorable conditions, and expect to obtain
it, no matter how hard the fight.

In order to carry out our program it will take a considerable sum of

money. Vie have already raised one thousand dollars by voluntary subscription, and voted an assessment of
fifty cents per acre on all land under the United Irrigation Company's system, represented in this association.
To carry out this great work it is very important that you join with us, sending in your membership
fee of one dollar, and your assessment of fifty cents per acre, just as soon as you can. In case all the money
raised from this source is not needed, the unused balance will be returned pro rata. Many renters have left
these lands for other places, end even people who have homes here are renting lands wher~ conditions are
more favorable. If conditions here are not improved it will soon be difficult to rent your lands at any price,
and your revenue will be cut out while your expense is increased.
We are practically united in our effort to better our conditions and need you to join with us for our
mutual good.
Hoping to have a faYorable reply from you at an early date, we are
Yours very truly,

